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Finding
a place to
call home

Eleven-year-old Becky, her mum and
two brothers have a home now. But they
didn’t always. About 18,000 people aged
under 12 are homeless in Australia.
PHOTO Elizabeth Clancy

BY Heather Zubek

BECKY and her two brothers
haven’t always had a home.
For more than four years they stayed in motel
rooms, shelters and other places for people
needing a roof over their heads.
“I felt uncomfortable and scared of the people
living next to us because they used alcohol and
drugs and got into fights,” says Becky, who’s
now 11.
Continued page 5

Hang up &
hang out
BY Felicity Davey

THE teachers at St Catherine’s School
in Sydney didn’t like what they saw
in the playground at recess and
lunchtime.
“We saw groups of young girls sitting silently, on
their smartphones, scrolling and texting,” says
Deborah Clancy, head of academic care at the school.
“They weren’t chatting to each other, they weren’t
playing or being physically active, they were really
addicted to their phones.”

St Catherine’s School has a ban on mobile phone use during school hours. From left, students Grace Howarth, Lauren Nikas and Sophie Parry-Okeden,
are allowed to look at their phones when school has finished. PHOTO Jacky Ghossein

So the eastern suburbs school decided on a ban for
students in Years 7-10. Their phones must be kept
in a locker, or out of sight. Students under 12 aren’t
allowed phones at all.
Continued page 4
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Block master’s
new tall order
BY Emma Horn

FOR the past two years, Ryan McNaught has had
20 of the world’s most famous skyscrapers in his
Melbourne oﬃce.
He built them. Out of Lego.
But since July 28 their new home is
the National Museum of Australia,
in Canberra.
The exhibition includes the tallest building in the world, the Burj
Khalifa in Dubai, and other
well-known towers such as
the Empire State Building in
New York, and Melbourne’s
Eureka Tower.
Mr McNaught has been
Australia’s only certified
Lego professional since
2008.
“My three dream jobs
when I was a kid was
to be a Lego master
builder, a train driver
or a pilot, so I got one
out of three,” he says.

“The quickest ones took 60 or 70
hours [to build], and the longest
ones took a couple of hundred
hours,” he says.
Each is built to scale, and a team
of mathematicians and architects
took nearly a year to plan each
building.
Mr McNaught says there was “a lot
of trial and error”.
“It’s just a matter of planning it out
… and making little prototypes
that get everything right.”

BRINGING THE WORLD
TOGETHER

The building that took
the most effort was the
Shanghai Tower: it took
104,800 bricks.

It took Mr McNaught
and his team of six
master builders 2,400
hours to build the
towers.

“It’s shaped like a guitar
pick … so it’s kind of a
triangle with rounded
corners, so it was very
difficult to build out
of square bricks,” Mr
McNaught says.

All up, the exhibition
used half a million
Lego bricks.

Although it’s hard for
him to choose, Mr
McNaught says his

TRIAL AND ERROR

favourite is the Hong Kong
International Commerce Centre.

BEAUTIFUL BUILDING

“It wasn’t the hardest to make but
I think it’s the most striking and
impactful,” he says. “It really looks
amazing. It’s got some subtle angles
to it that I think is really neat.
“I think it’s a really beautiful building. It’s really iconic Asian in some
parts, and other parts it’s really
quite modern Western, and
I think that really sums up
Hong Kong.”

“Of course in real life you
can’t pull a building out
of Singapore and put it
in New York City, but
obviously with Lego
ones we can,” he says.

Eleven-year-old Becky with her mum,
Vicky. PHOTO Elizabeth Clancy

From page 1

released on August 3, found.

There were 105,000 homeless
Australians in 2011, the Australian
Bureau of Statistics reports.

The report also said that issues
in the family and serious mental
illness – health problems affecting the way someone feels and
behaves – are major reasons behind
Australians aged 15 to 19 becoming
homeless.

INVISIBLE HOMELESS

Homeless people are not just those
sleeping on the streets. Most are
hidden from view because they live
in refuges, sleep in cars, or couch
surf – when they sleep on a friend’s
couch or floor.
Most young homeless people couch
surf, Mission Australia’s Mental
Health and Homelessness Report,

Right, Toyko Skytree, Sydney
Tower (middle) and Hong
Kong’s International Commerce Centre (right).
PHOTO Ryan McNaught

What excited him the most
was bringing buildings
from all over the world
into one room.

Finding
a place
to call
home
“We know that the figure is much
higher today,” says Lanie Harris,
from Victoria’s Council to Homeless
Persons. “We also know that nearly
18,000 of those were under 12 years
of age.”

Top left, Ryan McNaught with Lego model of Dubai’s Burj Khalifa. Top right, kids make
their own constructions at the exhibition. Below left, famous US skyscrapers, from
left to right: 111 West 57th Street, the Empire State Building and the Chrysler Building, (all from New York) and the Comcast Technology Centre (Philadelphia). PHOTOS
Jason McCarthy/National Museum of Australia

FROM ROOM TO ROOM

Becky’s mum, Vicky, had to leave
home because her husband was
hurting her.
“I went to live in the country to
break the cycle of violence but
then I came back to Melbourne,”
she says.
She and her three children stayed
with family while looking for a
home to rent but she found that
houses cost too much.

For three months they moved
in and out of motel rooms. Then
they were offered a place in a group
house and they stayed there for
more than four years.

A city of tents
A “tent city” has sprung up
in the middle of Sydney. The
camp of about 40 tents, where
people are sleeping and living,
is part of a protest against the
lack of long-term housing for
homeless people.
money. But there is not enough of
this public housing.

THE LONG WAIT

Becky says: “I would tell the prime
minister to buy all this land that is
for sale and build houses on them
for homeless people.

“For the most urgent cases, the
waiting time for a house is nine
months in Victoria,” she says. Other
people can wait for years.

“People think that homeless people
are invisible, that they are just dirt.
This breaks my heart as they don’t
know what it is like to be without
a home.”

Ms Harris says the big problem is
that there are not enough cheap
houses to rent.

The Australian government gives
money to organisations that help
homeless people find a house, a job
or even attend school.
And state governments own houses
and apartments they rent out at
low prices to people without much

SAFE NOW

Becky and her family now have a
house.
“I know there won’t be any drugs
being used around us and I feel
safe now.”

What can you do to
help?
❱ Learn. Find out more about
homelessness through
groups like Homelessness
Australia and the Australian
Council of Social Service.
❱ Talk. Discuss the issues with
your family, teachers and
friends.
❱ Act. Invite a speaker from
a charity helping homeless
people to come and speak
at your school. You could
even write to local politicians
to ask about what they
are doing to help homeless
people.

